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The Randy DeBord of 1983 might not recog-
nize the Randy DeBord of 2014.

In 1983, DeBord graduated from Walters 
State, transferred to East Tennessee State Uni-
versity and was in Top Secret, a band popular 
throughout the East Coast for five or so years, 
until drummer Charlie Franklin decided to take 
another route.

The Randy DeBord of 2013 owns McFarland 
Pharmacy and is chairman of the Morristown 
Area Chamber of Commerce. His mullet has 
been replaced with a more business-like cut, 
but his love for music still resonates through 
conversation. 

“I have no idea what I would have said to my-
self back then. I don’t think I would have want-
ed to change anything,” DeBord said.

He loved playing ‘80s covers and original mu-
sic, but the music industry taught DeBord 
much about business. 

“Top Secret was such a good experience. I 
learned a lot about people, how to read others 
and how to tell when they’re sincere,” he said. 

“We remember playing homecoming at Wal-
ters State and that was fun. We had been per-

forming a bit before and even been out on the 
road. The band came very close to making it 
big nationally. Top Secret won three rounds on 
the national television show “Star Search,” a 
precursor to “American Idol.”

Four of the five members of the band are Wal-
ters State alumni and all have gone on to suc-
cessful post-music lives with no regrets. Frank-
lin is a chemistry teacher in South Carolina and 
guitarist Bill Rogers is a manager at General 
Electric. Lead vocalist Kristy Fox Hart is working 
on her master’s in counseling in Florida. Mark 
Hazelwood works at Sunoco in Morristown. 

After the band, DeBord discovered he had a 
talent for sales. He began with burglar alarm 
systems and then moved to a communications 
company. He later became the top sales rep-
resentative for medical trauma supplies and a 
sales manager for Thompson West Publishing. 
The money was good, but there was a down 
side.

“I moved seven times in five years. I was leav-
ing mid-day on Monday and coming back on 
Friday. I had two small children I never saw. 
Morristown had always been good to me, so 

Online Shopper? Support the
Walters State Foundation Through
Smile.Amazon
Amazon makes it possible for you to help 
the Walters State Foundation without a 
donation!
When you’re purchasing through Ama-
zon, use the smile.Amazon.com portal. 
You’ll be asked to log in on your first visit. 
Then, choose “Walters State Commu-
nity College Foundation” from the scroll-
down menu.  
Amazon will donate .05 percent of every 
purchase to the Foundation. While the 
percentage may be small, the number of 
alumni and supporters of the college can 
make this a very significant donation.
This year, the Walters State Foundation 
awarded close to 300 scholarships to stu-
dents.

Governor Haslam Delivers Grant
Gov. Bill Haslam visited WSCC’s Morris-
town campus on Nov. 4 to announce a 
$337,297 grant to fund needed equip-
ment for an industrial skills and training 
program and an advanced welding pro-
gram at the college. The advanced hands-
on training program will provide welder 
certifications sanctioned by the American 
Welding Society. Approximately 5,000 to 
8,000 students will benefit from the en-
hanced training capabilities provided by 
this grant.

PTK Among Top 100
Phi Theta Kappa, the international hon-
or society for community colleges, has 
named Walters State’s chapter to its “Top 
100 Chapters” list. The list recognizes 
outstanding chapters across the country 
for their promotion of service, leadership 
and scholarship. This is the first time the 
chapter has been named to the list.
PTK sponsors the “Commit to Complete” 
program, encouraging all students to fin-
ish a degree or certificate. 

Entrepreneur Thrives On Skills 
Learned in Early Music Experience

College News

Five Reasons to Visit Walters State This Spring!
1. Tell a teacher thank you…you will be surprised how many remember your name and all will be proud of your success. (Most give free career 

advice, too). Just call the division first and make an appointment. 

2. “Sweeney Todd: the Demon Barber of Fleet Street” will be appearing March 28-30 and April 4-6 on the Mor-
ristown campus. Auditions are going on at press time and Walters 
State’s Music and Theatre Department has a wealth of talent to 
share. Check the WSCC news page or the facebook page for more 
details, or contact Glenda Nolen in the Humanities Division at 
423-585-6922, Glenda.Nolen@ws.edu.

3. Join some of Appalachia’s most noteworthy authors and other lit-
erary fans at the The Mildred Haun Conference: Feb. 7-8. Admis-
sion is free. Frank X. Walker will be the keynote speaker. Other 
writers slated to attend include Amy Greene, Karen McElmurray, 
Marianne Worthington, George Ella Lyon and D.A. Adams III. Hear 
from our talented students during a special open mic. For more 
information, contact Dr. Viki Rouse at 423-585-6963 or Viki.
Rouse@ws.edu. 

4. Catch some awesome athletics…regardless of your game. The 
Senators and Lady Senators basketball teams will be play-
ing through February, with softball and baseball picking up 
around the same time. Admission to all games (except region-
al tournaments) is free, so bring the family out for some fun.

5. Tap into your artistic side, study literature or take a noncredit 
course to become a business leader. Both credit and non-
credit courses are open to everyone. For credit courses, call 
the admissions office at 423-585-2685. For non-credit classes, 
call 423-585-2675. 

Walters State alumnus Randy 
DeBord, president of the Morris-
town Area Chamber of Commerce, 
does paperwork at McFarland Phar-
macy.

continued on page 3



A Message From The President

President ’s Message Walters  S tate  Ath let i cs

Senators golf coach 
Bill Gardner starts the 
spring season with a 
target on his back…
but it’s a target he’ll 
wear with pride. For 
the first time in the 
college’s history, the 
golf team is ranked 
No. 1 in preseason 
national polls.

“The ranking does bring added pressure be-
cause everyone wants to beat us,” Gardner 
said. “To be honest, this team deserves to be 
No. 1 because they work so hard every day. 
There are no individuals here, only a team.”

The ranking follows an outstanding 2012-13 
season. That team finished second in the na-
tion last year and brought in good recruits. 

Golf Team Ranked No. 1; Gardner Receives National Award

When Joey Seaver 
played his first game for 
Walters State, he knew 
he had made a special 
connection. What he 
could not have known, 
though, was how his life 
would be intertwined 
with the college.

Seaver was named 
to replace legendary 
Coach Ken Campbell as head baseball coach. 

“Coaching is the next best thing to playing. So, 
coming back as an assisant was a big deal. I 
never thought about being Coach Campbell’s 
successor,” Seaver said. 

He stepped into Campbell’s position in August, 
after Campbell announced his retirement fol-
lowing a long and successful career. Campbell 
wasn’t surprised at the hire.

“Joey really deserves this. He’s been an assis-
tant coach for 24 years and it’s time for him 
to be a head coach. His knowledge of pitching 
and his passion for the game can’t be topped,” 
Campbell said. Campbell also said the team 
has an excellent chance of making it to the 
JUCO World Series in Seaver’s first year at the 
helm.

Seaver isn’t ready to talk about any trips to 
Colorado or even the possibility of another 
state championship. In contrast, he’s always 
eager to talk about his mentor. Seaver played 

for Campbell at ETSU after transferring from 
WSCC. He joined the WSCC coaching staff 
when Campbell was hired as the Senator’s 
head coach. 

“I never thought about being his successor. 
I thought he would keep coaching for a long 
time. I had to face that decision,” Seaver said.

Now that he’s the head coach, can fans expect 
to see some changes?

“Naturally, every new head coach has his or 
her own philosophies about training and win-
ning. With the success Walters State has en-
joyed, don’t anticipate many changes. Why 
would you want to re-invent the wheel when 
everything is going so well?”

One advantage Seaver has in recruiting is his 
experience playing at Walters State.

Alumnus, Asst. Coach Seaver to Lead Diamond Senators

While Gardner stresses the importance of the 
team, he brought an elite individual award 
home last year – the Dave Williams Division 
II Coach of the Year. He was also named coach 
of the year for the southeastern JUCO region.

“I was very humbled by both awards. I never 
even played golf until I retired from coaching  
baseball. I never saw a golf club until I was in 
college,” Gardner explained. Gardner joined 
Walters state in 1972 coaching both basket-
ball and baseball. He moved to golf in 1984.

“I’ll be the first to admit that I’m not a good 
player, so the awards I’ve received would not 
have happened if it weren’t for my players. 
These are really team awards. And, if the col-
lege had not been supportive, the team could 
not have gone far. I would like to take my name 
off the award and just leave it as Walters State 
Golf Team,” he added. 

The golf team will see its first spring action in 
March at the Tusculum College Spring Invita-
tional in Greeneville.

Gardner was also a member of the college’s 
psychology faculty for over 30 years.

“I know from that experience that the people 
at Walters State care. The baseball team’s 
tradition also helps. When we go out of state 
to recruit, people know about the college,” 
Seaver said. 

As a player, he was part of the first Walters 
State team to make it to the JUCO World Se-
ries in 1984. And he was by Coach Campbell’s 
side when the Senators won the JUCO World 
Series in 2006. 

David Shelton has been named assistant 
coach and alumnus Justin Pickett from the 
2006 team joins the coaching staff.

While attending Walters State, Seaver also 
met his wife, Dianna. The Seavers live in White 
Pine. They have three children.

With 2014 just under way, it’s the time of year for 
reflection and resolutions.
Whether you’re a former Walters State student or 
a friend of the college, I hope you will consider 
remaining connected or reconnecting with Walters 
State this year.
Opportunities to stay involved with the college 
abound and continue to grow. We offer numer-
ous arts and cultural events throughout the 
year, including plays, concerts, art exhibits, and 
lectures by internationally renowned speakers. Through our 
Global Connections initiative, we sponsor international programs and 
events at all four of our campus sites. You can even join some of our 
students, faculty and staff for one of the Global Connections trips 
overseas.
You can also support our talented student athletes by attending a 
game. Senators’ athletics teams are perennial contenders for national 
championships. Last year, five of our teams – softball, baseball, men’s 
and women’s basketball, and golf – earned berths to their respective 
national tournaments. And our volleyball team, in only their second 
year, finished second in their conference. 
If you’re a former student with at least 30 hours of Walters 
State credit, you are a member of our Alumni Association. If you 
haven’t done so yet, I encourage you to contact our Alumni Af-
fairs Office to see how you can reconnect with some of your 
former classmates and instructors or get involved in one of our 
many alumni club chapters.
Whether you attend a college event, join an alumni club, or 
make a donation to our foundation, you will directly or indi-
rectly make a difference in the lives of our current students.
On behalf of Walters State’s faculty, staff and current 
students, we hope to see or hear from you soon.

The Walters State volleyball team recently 
ended its second full season of competition 
with the first-ever foray into postseason ac-
tion where the team finished runner-up in 
the NJCAA Region X Tournament held in Wy-
theville, Va.

The Lady Senators had another winning sea-
son, rolling off an 11-8 record to follow up 
their 8-5 campaign in their inaugural season 

V-Ball Has Outstanding Season
of 2012. The program is on solid footing un-
der coach Jasmin Coleman, who loses three 
sophomores from this year’s team – Morris-
town natives Megan Blaylock, Ashley Stani-
fer and Moriah McKinney.

Emily Lowe, Megan Settle, Taylor Rymer, 
Heather Ottinger and Alexis Whitehead will 
return for the 2014 season.

Follow
Walters State

Athletics 
at

www.ws.edu/athletics

With 2014 just under way, it’s the time of year for 

Whether you’re a former Walters State student or 

remaining connected or reconnecting with Walters 

lectures by internationally renowned speakers. Through our 



Faculty News & Notes Alumni News & Events
Dr. Chris Baker, professor of sociology, spent 
several weeks in the Ukraine, meeting with 
educators and farmers. He compared the 
similarity and methods of sustainability be-
tween that area and Appalachia.

Dr. Eugene de Silva, associate professor of 
physics, was named a Fellow by the Tennes-
see Science Academy.

Matthew Lawson, instructor of speech, was 
recognized with the Horizon Award for new 
leaders at the Tennessee Communication As-
sociation’s 2013 annual conference. 

Michelle Mitrik and Erika Stevens, both as-
sociate professors of Spanish, developed on-
line Spanish 1010 and 1020 courses for the 
Niswonger Dual Enrollment Grant. The class-
es are offered through Walters State.

Susan Roberts, associate professor of art, 
participated in an art residency in painting at 
the Vermont Studio Center this summer. She 
will be exhibiting work at the Rose Center in 
March.

Darlene Smith, assistant professor of edu-
cation, and Dr. Matthew Smith, assistant 
professor of chemistry were named 2012-13 
Mobile Fellows. The college’s Mobile Learn-

The Walters State Foundation and Alumni Affairs Office has a new 
way to stay in touch with alumni – online. The “Walters State Donate 
Now” website feature not only allows individuals to make online con-
tributions, but also to update name changes and addresses.

The secure system came online in September.

“Very few people write and mail checks for anything now, so we’re 
just updating our business practice,” said Dr. 
Mark Hurst, vice president for College Advance-
ment and treasurer of the Walters State Foun-
dation. 

“This also makes it very convenient to donate to 
the Walters State Foundation, and we hope the 
convenience and simplicity attracts donors.”

Registration for the “Donate Now” database only takes a few min-
utes. Look for the “Donate Now” logo on the “Foundation” page of 
www.ws.edu. Provide your name and address, then create a user-
name and password. In addition to giving, alumni can use this portal 
to update name and address information.

For donors, online giving works much the same way as paper mailings 
do. Gifts can be designated for certain amounts and donors receive 
the needed documents for tax deductions.

“Scholarships and gifts to a favorite department are the most popular 
choices. Graduates may have a favorite professor and wish to make a 
gift to his or her department. The third most popular option is great-
est need, which allows the college and the foundation to determine 
the best place for that donation to be spent,” Hurst said. 

Graduates also give back to endowments, that awarded them schol-
arships while they attended Walters State, Hurst said.

“Everyone that gives has his or her own person-
al reason for giving. Regardless of the reason 
or the size, every donation is important,” Hurst 
said.

“We do have some amounts designated and 
hope that captures everyone’s comfort level. 
Even small gifts can be designated just like a 

large gift. We know that many of our alumni have young families and 
many things going on. 

“One of the ways the success of the Foundation is measured is by the 
number of alumni that give, not necessarily the total amount of funds 
raised,” Hurst said.

The system is PSI-compliant, meaning all information is secure. 

Online Registration, Donations Now Available at ws.edu

Win A Walters State Alumni T-Shirt!
The first 25 people to create an online profile through the “WS foundation Donate Now” online function will win a WSCC alumni T-shirt. No 
donation is required. Just create a profile with your name, address and phone number. This is a simple way for the Alumni Affairs Office to 
keep up with your address and make sure you receive “The Hub.”

Three faculty members were honored with the 2013-14 Distinguished Faculty Award this 
year. Individuals receiving the award were Chris Knight, associate professor of develop-
mental education, mathematics, and coordinator of developmental mathematics; Darlene 
Smith, assistant professor of education; and Darrell McGhee, associate professor of history. 

Walters State recognized 
faculty and staff for their 
excellence in teaching and 
service during the college’s 
annual fall convocation.

I decided to take a step backwards financially 
and start the pharmacy. 

“Business grew quickly and we started add-
ing durable medical supplies, added uniforms 
and diabetic shoe sales. We also operate gift 
shops in several Tennova Health Care Centers,” 
DeBord said. 

He’s a very busy man, as are all the other band 
members – but is there a chance for a Top Se-
cret reunion in the future? “We got together in 
2009 for the first time in 20 years. It came back 
very quickly,” but DeBord doesn’t offer a yes or 
no about a reunion. While DeBord will never 
go back to playing 250 days a year, he won’t 
rule out a one-night performance.

DeBord is the father of two sons. Rand is 14; 
Dylan is 12. Dylan is getting started in drums 
and enjoys the guitar as well. Rand is all about 
sports. 

“Being a dad is the most important job I have 
and all that will matter after everything is said 
and done,” DeBord said. 

‘80s Band Transitions to Successful Careers

DeBord was a member of Top Secret, with four 
other Walters State alumni. The band was popu-
lar in the 1980s up and down the East Coast.

ing Fellows program encourages faculty to 
explore new methods of engaging students 
and increasing active student involvement 
through the use of mobile devices and tech-
nologies. Mobile Fellows share their meth-
ods with other faculty members.

Christie Wilson, instructor of English, pre-
sented “How Comics Can Save an Introduc-
tion to Literature Course” at the Two-Year 
College English Association of Tennessee an-
nual conference. 

Walters State’s faculty members are known for 
great teaching abilities. You may not know that 
many of them are accomplished writers out-
side the classroom.

The poems of Kay Heck, 
associate professor of 
English, often appear 
in anthologies. She also 
writes entries for the 
Encyclopedia of Ap-
palachia. Her most re-
cent published poem, 
“Awakening Day,” is in 
the Southern Poetry 
Anthology.  

“For me, the biggest motivation is preserving 
the past and leaving a legacy. Much of my po-
etry is about my family members,” Heck said. 
She adds that all writers have different motiva-
tions.

“Writing allows you to freeze a moment in 
time. For most writers it’s an outlet. Writing 
is always a catharisis. You release energy. You 
discover things you never know. Writers may 
be writing about one event, but you have a 
universal connection,” Heck said.

English Instructor Alex Adams writes fantasy 
novels under the pseudonym D.A. Adams III 
and has developed what some would call a 

cult-like following for 
his “Brotherhood of 
Dwarves” series. The 
latest book in the se-
ries is “Between Dark-
ness and Light.”  

After writing a four-
book series, Adams 
knows his characters 
well.

“The characters are like 
real people to me. I’ve watched them grow 
and change through the series,” Adams said.

Adams agrees with Heck that writing is one of 
the most cathartic exercises. He was able to 
weave some of the details of a divorce into a 
story.

“That allowed me to start healing,” Adams 
said.

While everyone cannot be Stephen King or 
may not even find a publisher, Adams encour-
ages writing.

“Writing is a process of discovery. You have 
an idea. You put it on paper and it begins to 
unfold,” he added. Adams will be one of the 
presenters at the writing workshops included 
in this year’s “Mildred Haun Conference” in 
February.  

Other writers in the Humanities Division in-
clude Larry Clifton, associate professor of 
speech, who often writes about film, and Brad 
Owens, associate professor of English, who 
writes poetry. Two of Owens’ poems are in the 
recent anthology, “The Dead Mule: School of 
Southern Literature.”

Dr. Timothy Holder, associate professor of his-
tory, is one of the college’s most prolific writ-
ers, with books ranging from “Nixon and His 
Men” to the “Ask the Professor” series. 

Many Walters State faculty do concentrate 
on their academic discipline. For example, Dr. 
Chris Baker, professor of sociology, writes ex-
tensively on Appalachian issues and is the co-
author of “Social Problems: A Service Learning 
Approach.” Dr. Greg Bock, associate professor 
of philosophy, published a chapter entitled “I 
Know You Know I’m Not Telling the Truth” in 
the textbook, “Psych and Philosophy.”

Writing is Popular, Successful Pursuit for Faculty Members

Kay Heck

Alex Adams

Lagado Rainey brought Dracula to life in Wal-
ters State’s fall performance of the Bram Stoker 
classic.

(continued from page 1)



CLASS NOTES
1991
April D. Ball, A.A.S. office administration, 
earned her B.S. in organizational manage-
ment from Tusculum College and now 
serves as a human resource specialist and 
area BMOC for International Paper in Mor-
ristown. She is also active at Unity Baptist 
Church in Newport.

1996, 1999
Cynthia M. Holt, A.S. criminal justice and 
Certificate basic law enforcement officer, 
has been promoted to shift sergeant at the 
Greene County Sheriff’s Department. She is 
currently pursuing her bachelor’s at Colum-
bia Southern University.

1997, 2001, 2008, 2009
Angela K. Bibbins, A.A.S. and A.S. computer 
science technology, business, elementary 
education and secondary education, is em-
ployed as an elementary school teaching as-
sistant. She has a B.S. from East Tennessee 
State University in elementary education.

1999
Jessica A. Antal, A.S. general studies, earned 
a M.S. in social work from the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville in 2003. She works at 
the Thompson Cancer Survival Center.

2007
Rhonda E. Ratliff, A.A.S. nursing, received 
her B.S.N. in 2013 from ETSU. She is now 
pursuing a M.S. in nursing. She is married 
with five children.

2010
Jason D. Buel, A.S. engineering, completed 
his B.S. in civil engineering in 2013 at UT-
Knoxville.

Kasey L. Ferguson, A.S. general studies, is a 
fifth-grade social studies teacher in Hancock 
County. She completed her B.S. in interdisci-
plinary studies.

Shelby M. Hoskins, A.S. pre-radiography, 
lives in Jonesborough and is working on her 
bachelor’s in nursing at ETSU.

Geneva J. Lyons, A.A.S. nursing, is working in 
the emergency department at Holston Val-
ley Hospital.

Brent M. Miracle, A.S. social work, works at 
Roadrunner Market and recently received 
his B.S. in human services from ETSU.

2012
Tammy L. Knapp, A.S. criminal justice, has a 
new job at a local law office.

Amber L. Lowery, A.S. general studies, works 
as a property manager for Douglas-Chero-
kee’s Volunteer Housing Management. 

CORRECTION
David A. Drinnon, A.S., general studies, who 
was recognized in the last HUB for finishing 
his Ph.D. in history, completed the degree at 
the University of Saint Andrews in Scotland.

If you attended Walters State and trans-
ferred short of the requirements for a de-
gree, reverse transfer programs allow you 
to use classes taken at senior institutions to 
complete your associate’s degree.

King University and ETSU have established 
formal reverse transfer degree agreements 
with WSCC and other schools are expected 
to follow. The transfer program supports 
both the 2010 Tennessee College Comple-
tion Act and Governor Bill Haslam’s ‘Drive to 
55’ initiative to have 55 percent of Tennes-
see’s population hold a postsecondary certi-
fication.

Lack a Few Hours? Reverse Transfer Completes Your Degree
Why get an associate’s after you have en-
rolled in or graduated from a four-year col-
lege?

“For the students I have worked with, the 
biggest advantage is financial. Having an 
associate’s degree helps with employment 
while continuing with studies,” said Melissa 
Duff, director of the college’s Student Suc-
cess Center.

“For other students, it seems to be almost 
closure. The associate’s degree is something 
they were not able to complete for some 
reason or another.” 

Duff added that studies have shown self-es-

A Walters State alumnus was selected from 
over 300 school resource officers to receive 
the President’s Award from the Tennessee 
School Resource Officer’s Association. 

Maurice Solomon was cited for his outstand-
ing work with students in Jefferson County 
and, particularly, Rush Strong School. Rush 
Strong is a K-8 school near the Knox County 
border. He is a 2004 graduate of the WSCC 
Basic Law Enforcement Academy. 

Like many academy graduates, Solomon 
started his career as a corrections officer. He 
knew that, unlike many officers, he wanted 
to work with young people. Rush Strong was 
glad to have his help.

Solomon was surprised to win this presti-
gious award, given to only one resource offi-
cer a year. His co-workers may not have been 
expecting him to win the award but weren’t 
shocked when his name was called.

“We’re thrilled to have Officer Solomon 
here,” said Jerry Bouler, assistant principal at 
Rush Strong.

“Students and parents know him. He knows 
this community well and knows many peo-
ple personally. They all love him. He’s a very 
personable guy and he really cares about the 
kids. The kids know that,” Bouler said. 

Solomon tries to treat each student as an in-
dividual. He can usually tell when one of the 
students is having a bad day or maybe expe-
riencing troubles at home. Solomon always 
makes himself available to talk or just offer 
an encouraging word. 

When it comes to safety, he provides the 
Rush Strong students with the same fierce 
protection as he would his own children. 
He’s never at a desk. Instead, he’s always 
walking around, making sure anyone out-
side the school knows he’s on duty. He even 
parks his car at the school when he’s away 
for training.

Solomon is also proud to be a D.A.R.E. officer 
and feels it is one of his most important du-
ties.

“I teach a six-week class about the dangers 
of drugs and how to avoid drug abuse. If I 
save just one or two students, the whole 
program is worth it to me,” Solomon said. 
He knows the program works because of the 
feedback he’s received privately from par-
ents and even former students.

Alumnus Named State Resource Officer for 2013

Maurice Solomon and daughter, 
Hannaha, prepare for a day at 
Rush Strong School.

teem rises as students complete associate’s 
degrees. Plus, completing the associate de-
gree makes it more likely that students will 
complete their bachelor’s degree.

Reverse transfers have been completed in-
formally through the Student Success Office 
for several years. To qualify, 25 percent of 
the total number of hours required for the 
degree, usually 15, must be completed at 
Walters State. The first step is to request a 
transcript be sent from senior institutions 
back to Walters State. Give those transcripts 
time to arrive and be processed. Then, call 
Melissa Duff at 423-318-2563.

Walters State President Dr. Wade B. Mc-
Camey encouraged the WSCC class of 2013 
to show “respect, compassion, and kindness 
toward others” in all aspects of life.

McCamey was the commencement speaker 
for the 45th commencement ceremony on 
Dec. 12. Walters State conferred over 700 
technical certificates and degrees.

“After thinking long and hard about what 
to say to you, I decided that I can probably 
serve you best by telling you more about the 
college from which you are about to gradu-
ate,” McCamey said. 

He then cited some impressive statistics for 
technical graduates: 92 percent find employ-
ment in jobs specifically related to their field 
of study within six months; 96 percent of 
recent graduates felt they fulfilled their edu-
cational goals and 91 percent of employers 
were satisfied with the skills and knowledge 
of Walters State graduates.

For students ready to transfer to four-year 
colleges and universities, McCamey shared 
some equally impressive information. Wal-
ters State transfer students on average per-
form as well or better than students who 
attend their first two years at a four-year col-
lege or university. And Walters State transfer 
students have a cumulative first-year GPA of 
3.18.

McCamey also commended these students 
as the first graduating class to have fully 
utilized mobile technology while at Walters 
State.

“Our faculty and you, our students, have 
done some wonderful things using mobile 
devices as learning tools during the past cou-
ple of years. And as a result, Walters State 
was one of the first community colleges in 
the nation to be selected as an Apple Distin-
guished Program,” McCamey said.

McCamey Offers Class of 2013 Advice, Congratulations

Have a new job? Complete a degree? Let us know.
E-mail alumni news to almuni@ws.edu




