
Spring 2012 - Humanities

Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

1000

DescriptionTool1

this is a test

RationalTool1

this is a test

ImproveTool1

Test this application

DescriptionTool2

test 2

RationalTool2

test 2

ImproveTool2

test strategy 2
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

speech 1010

DescriptionTool1

lecture/computer visuals

RationalTool1

beleif that giving the material and then viewing is implication will better "eduate" pupils as to its wide validity

ImproveTool1

more integration between lessons spoken to and lessons thus "viualized," since most students lack abilities to incorporate alliance between the two

DescriptionTool2

critical thinking about lessons taught

RationalTool2

pupils, for the most part, are lacking this skill

ImproveTool2

more intensification in critical thinking and its application to the lessons taught
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

SPAN 1010

DescriptionTool1

Using iPad cart for classroom use of iPads to assist in learning Spanish, specifically numbers, nouns, and regular verbs

RationalTool1

Most students respond well to electronic practice. Majority of students enjoy the iPads and usually show an improvement in learning.

ImproveTool1

Next time I will have the students bring headphones. The numbers practice was a listening practice and it was difficult for the students since the students next to 
them were on different numbers so they could not hear clearly.

DescriptionTool2

TPR (Total Physical Response) a foreign language teaching/learning tool to help students better internalize vocabulary.

RationalTool2

TPR has proven results for helping students remember and retain vocabulary.

ImproveTool2

I need to add more TPR, do it more often to help the students more.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700 and 0800

DescriptionTool1

In DSPR 0700 and 0800, the nine thought patterns constitute three homework assignments and three tests. Students spend a great deal of time with this 
information because all of the thought patterns combined create a lot of information to remember. To help

RationalTool1

Over half of the group in this class consists of active learners. They do better with the material when they are actually doing something with it. This is rather 
challenging for a reading class. However, the comic strip activity had students creating text

ImproveTool1

If I did this activity again, Iâ€™d spend more time on the students presenting their comic strips. Although the class did well on figuring out the thought pattern for 
each comic strip, I think having the group explain their rationale would further help ex

DescriptionTool2

In my reading class, students have to learn about inferences, which is a higher order level of thinking and rather challenging for this class. Since students are 
sequential thinkers, I gave a lecture on how to make an inference and then I began the follow

RationalTool2

Since the students are active, sequential learners, this activity was great. They were first given a lecture that included sequential steps to making valid inferences. 
Then, they were asked to use this information in creating inferences.

ImproveTool2

Some of the fictitious registers didnâ€™t give enough information to make a valid inference about one or two of the questions. If I do this activity again, I need to 
first revise a few of the checkbook registers.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

PHIL 2210

DescriptionTool1

Provide Study Guides for all the religions discussed which are to be patterned according to the content of the textbook.

RationalTool1

Students report to me that they are abel to utilize the textbook more efficiently through the use of a study guide for each chapter.

ImproveTool1

Create a study guide for every chapter rather than just one or two of the larger and longer chapters.

DescriptionTool2

Use of the technology with more P{owerPoint and use of online audio-visuals.

RationalTool2

Today's student is the most technology-sensitive generation to date.

ImproveTool2

Utilize guides for terms and concepts that will guide the students' note-taking while utilizing online and classroom technology.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

"I'm in your head." When the class is still (late in the semester) using informal "I" and "you" and contractions, I stood in three places I do not usually stand, and I 
forbid these "issues" for the last essay.

RationalTool1

I was visual, I was humorous, and I am now in their "heads", since that was the announcement I made each time I moved to a new part of my classroom where I had 
previous rarely to never stood.

ImproveTool1

I will use this strategy earlier, since the catch phrase "Ms. J is in my head" caught on and worked (somewhat) to have students pre-catch issues they have had in the 
past.

DescriptionTool2

Smiley Faces on the folders, to show completeness of Final Folders. Smiles for up-to-date folders, sad faces with what is missing for non-complete folders, and no-
emotion faces for small detail fixes.

RationalTool2

I have a terrible time keeping students up-to-date with regard to their essays, theme corrections, and completed final folder.

ImproveTool2

I will use this earlier in the semester. I had no idea how motivational a smiley face could be to a college student. They HATE getting sad faces on their folders, even in 
pencil.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

Engl 1020

DescriptionTool1

Over the term, instructors should photocopy or otherwise reproduce comic strips relevant to themes, ideas, concepts, or other constructs presented in the 
literature course. Quiz grades are based on the student's ability to show the relevance to recent and

RationalTool1

Visual learners respond to visuals--comic strips do have words, of course, but they also contain pictures which may stimulate the visual learners' responses.

ImproveTool1

I'd like to find a color copier because sometimes the strip's colors add to the work's impact.

DescriptionTool2

Description of tool 2

RationalTool2

This program won't allow me to move forward if tool 2 is left blank.

ImproveTool2

Actually using a second tool.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENG 1020

DescriptionTool1

Our class studied the structure of a story through an app called Toontastic. The app askes students to create a five scene "movie." Students selected a story that we 
had discussed in class and identified passages in the story that reflected exposition, co

RationalTool1

Often students don't fully comprehend how the elements of a story (exposition, complication, resolution, etc) work together to create meaning. They also 
sometimes overlook important pieces of the structure. This activity addressed that weakness. It also p

ImproveTool1

I think I will use two class periods for this activity. Some groups were rushing to complete their movie.

DescriptionTool2

Our class read several poems comparing the view point of children with that of adults (including works by cummings, Nye, and Lee). In order to try and address the 
different activities that are appropriate at each age, we took some time to play some childh

RationalTool2

The activity was meant to address global learners and help them to get a sense of the bigger message these poems carry.

ImproveTool2

This activity worked well and spurred discussion in interesting ways. Next time, I will try to incorporate this activity earlier in the semester as it would serve as a 
great "icebreaker."
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

1020

DescriptionTool1

Implementation of class starters. I created powerpoints of questions that pertain to the course objectives. Each powerpoint consists of one or two slides. The slides 
cover objectives that will be represented on the final MSV, e.g. thesis statements, gramm

RationalTool1

I think that this method appeals to both visual and audio learners. Students can see the question and also see the answer while we discuss it. When applicable, I 
attach examples with graphics. The audio learners benefit from the class discussion.

ImproveTool1

In the future, I intend on giving benchmark assessments. I want to begin with the pre-MSV and then give benchmarks periodically to see if students show 
improvement and to target areas of difficulty.

DescriptionTool2

Shakespeare in performance. We worked on a unit discussing Shakepeare's Macbeth. In order to write the theme on drama, I felt students needed to learn a little 
history about the performance of the play. Although we did discuss the Elizabethan period, I fo

RationalTool2

My students are high school students. Although theyhave read Shakespeare, most of them have never experienced Shakespeare or the profound effect that his plays 
have had on audiences for centuries. I thought that this would be beneficial for all learning s

ImproveTool2

I will have to find materials that can be distributed for homework purposes. There were more activities than there was available classtime.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENG 1010

DescriptionTool1

Educreations Video of How to Create a Works Cited page

RationalTool1

This video allows students a visual representation of how to create a works cited page.

ImproveTool1

I will continue to add to the video and include more screen shots.

DescriptionTool2

Students had to evaluate and respond to rough drafts using the discussion board.

RationalTool2

This exercise was intended to help global learners get a sense of what other students were writing and help them to see their work in the larger context of the entire 
class.

ImproveTool2

For the larger paper, students will submit a summary of the feedback that they received so that I can make sure they understood the comments.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENG 1020

DescriptionTool1

The class read The Glass Menagerie and then watched small clips from a movie version. They then discussed the differences and how those differences impacted 
their view of the characters and the overall story. The responses were posted using the discussion

RationalTool1

This activity addressed visual learners, and it addressed global learners because it helped students to see how simple changes in interpretation can make a big 
difference in meaning.

ImproveTool1

This activity worked well. Next time, I will encourage students to take the additional step of responding to those who make comments on their original post. Thus, a 
student would have the potential of being fully involved in several conversations.

DescriptionTool2

I created a short video of how to create a Works Cited page.

RationalTool2

Since this is an online class, there is the danger that students will overlook simple guidelines for citing their work. This provides visual and audio instruction.

ImproveTool2

I will expand the video section because I believe it was helpful.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

DescriptionTool1

I utilize peer tutoring/group activities for completion of various assignments. Students are divided into groups; group members designate a chairperson, recorder, 
and spokesperson. Students are asked to teach a concept such as transitional words to the cl

RationalTool1

Theoretically, students must learn to function in a group setting; they must learn how to lead and contribute. Finally, when asked to teach a concept to the class, 
students are more likely to retain valuable information.

ImproveTool1

Invariably, some students are reluctant to participate; thus, the dinamic becomes one or two students doing all the work. Groups that prove dysfunctional will be 
reassigned.

DescriptionTool2

Flash cards and crosswords are used for vocabulary review.

RationalTool2

Students typically struggle with knowing how to study for vocabulary tests. This activity strengthens student knowledge of vocabulary.

ImproveTool2

I plan to incorporate more games into the review process for vocabulary.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

This teaching strategy involved helping students find good approaches for writing sentences. My goal for this strategy was to help students get more involved with 
the lesson and help keep their attention. I would write sentences on the board and have my s

RationalTool1

I chose this teaching tool because I thought it would be helpful for my students to learn more about writing complete sentences. The tool was designed to help out 
with sentence structure and lead into learning about good paragraphs. I had hoped that my st

ImproveTool1

My improvement strategy for this tool is to continue trying to find ways to make it more encouraging to students. I hope to get them more involved and use things 
that will help make learning more effective for the lesson. The strategy dealt strongly with 

DescriptionTool2

In this teaching strategy, I used different examples to explain the content for the essay that my students would be writing. I expressed several topics in class that 
were good for topic sentences in the paragraphs of the essay and I had my students discus

RationalTool2

I chose this tool with a great means of hoping that my students would become more interested in the content that we were studying for the next essay. I also 
wanted to focus on discussing the topics so that the students would become more familiar with how 

ImproveTool2

My improvement strategy for this tool is to help students learn more about being persuasive toward argument topics when writing essays. I will try to get my 
students to come up with more of the topics for discussion rather than just relying on my own. I a
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

In conjunction with Oates's essay "Against Nature," class did a free-association brainstorm of the ideas we associate with nature. This gave us a basis in our own lives 
to return to as we discussed Oates's criticism of many of these same ideas.

RationalTool1

Visual learners are able to clearly see the ideas Oates is responding to as they are written--and annotated through discussion--on the board. Global learners are able 
to see the larger picture of how these ideas relate to each other, and how Oates's ideas

ImproveTool1

I think I'd have the students do a bit more personal writing about their own ideas about nature before doing the free association, and try to guide it a bit so that the 
thoughts they're throwing out are really more about the ideas we associate with nature

DescriptionTool2

In groups, students looked at different paragraphs of Singer's "Famine, Affluence, and Morality," to see how Singer addressed the opposition, labeling the parts of 
such an argument as described in the Little, Brown Handbook and noting what elements he was

RationalTool2

Active learners were engaged by the group work, in which they explained the text and the elements of addressing the opposition to each other before explaining 
them to the class. Sequential learners were able to go through and see the different steps of cr

ImproveTool2

I'd already given them notes about the elements of addressing the opposition, but I think next time I might have them use the Little, Brown Handbook to establish 
those elements on their own before doing this exercise, in order to increase the engagement o
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

1020

DescriptionTool1

Power point

RationalTool1

to show and explain the elements of the short story

ImproveTool1

Include a handout for students to refer to the main points and details given in the presentation.

DescriptionTool2

paper handouts

RationalTool2

Many of my students are sequential learners. They like seeing and being told about the finished product before attempting to write. I begin by showing the final 
product (a sample essay),and then I explain the various steps involved in accomplishing the wr

ImproveTool2

Have students work in groups to construct theses statements and then to determine how one thesis could be best developed. This would provide some writing 
practice to help students improve their theses statements and support for them.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410

DescriptionTool1

Students review PowerPoint slides that cover a particular reading assigned for class, such as Everyman. Individually, they come up with three questions that they 
could use help with. Later in class, they get together in groups and discuss each studentâ€™s

RationalTool1

By coming up with individual questions, students can review the material alone. Students can begin to isolate problem areas. The group communication helps the 
verbal and active learners approach these problem areas, and everyone is encouraged to take note

ImproveTool1

Posting the final questions to a discussion board would make them accessible in the future.

DescriptionTool2

For each reading, objects are brought in so that something physical can be passed around the class: Stones for Gilgamesh, a Skull for Hamlet, a Golden Apple for the 
story of Paris and the three goddesses. Students are asked to find a physical object to br

RationalTool2

Using an actual object, even a funny one, helps to reinforce the memory of each piece. Tactile learners never forget what cuneiform is if theyâ€™ve practiced it 
using play dough or clay, for example.

ImproveTool2

This activity is very well liked by the students. It is amazing to see how creative students can be with this activity.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

Students identify their favorite word, define it, and explain why it is their favorite. Then they must either create a short poem with it or find some rhyming words. 
Next they put the lyrics of a favorite song into the discussion board and write a paraphr

RationalTool1

By relating the sounds and feel of words to what the students enjoy, sensory learners, verbal learners, and active learners have the opportunity to practice rhyming 
and to also identify rhyme, tone, and sound of words in the real world in places that they

ImproveTool1

This activity is very well liked by the students. We often find time to discuss their favorite songs and words in class, which is a wonderful way to make poetry 
enjoyable. I will certainly keep this activity.

DescriptionTool2

To encourage the understanding of drama, students must write a description of any character from one of the plays we read. The description is physical and must 
draw from details given in the play. These descriptions are posted in eLearn on discussion boar

RationalTool2

By first asking students to find details about a character, reflective learners are given a chance to ponder how the play is constructed. Intuitive learners enjoy taking 
small details and finding a way to implement them for the audience to see. Active lea

ImproveTool2

Given the time, it would be wonderful for students to be able to put on a small production of their own.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

Mock Debate--students were able to choose small groups and develop a mock debate argument over a controversial issue NOT already explored in the class. They 
conducted the debates during the last week of classes and were asked to present their argument and

RationalTool1

Many of the students were active learners and enjoyed participating in class discussions. This activity gave them the ability to "talk out" their arguments and 
exposed them to opposing perspectives.

ImproveTool1

I gave the students the freedom to choose their own topics. Perhaps next time I would provide a list of suggestions so they do not choose topics that are non-
debatable.

DescriptionTool2

Plastic Use Awareness--I gave the students an article about plastic use and the dangers of plastic bags. They were also given a sheet where they recorded their use of 
plastic over a period of 3 days to make them more aware of the waste involved. When they

RationalTool2

Once again, the students liked to be actively involved in their work. This also gave them the opportunity to examine their lifestyles and compare their production of 
plastics waste with others.

ImproveTool2

Some students were not interested in this activity because they did not have any environmental concerns. Perhaps I should choose something that immediately 
impacts their lives (e-waste?).

Monday, June 11, 2012 Page 18 of 30



Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

Utilized the Chat feature in eLearn to hold class. It was well received and all students in the class participated in the class discussion. Students who had been shy 
about talking in class were more engaged in the class discussion.

RationalTool1

Used this function of eLearn on the day that I had to travel out of town for a doctor's appointment. I was able to work from the Morristown campus during class 
time and then travel from there to my appointment. It was used to avoid cancelling class, and i

ImproveTool1

I plan to use the Chat function in eLearn more in the future and will try to come up with new and creative ways to employ it.

DescriptionTool2

I am continuing to use color coding in my electronic responses to student when grading their essays. I have selected colors to represent various areas of grammar 
and composition development.

RationalTool2

Using this technique the student a able to see at a glance where the problems are occuring in their essays. This tool helps the visual learner.

ImproveTool2

I will continue to use and make improvements on this method of grading student theme. It has been well received by students.

Monday, June 11, 2012 Page 19 of 30



Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

1020

DescriptionTool1

Given: My students, second semester students, are a majority of active, sensing, visual, and sequential learners. Use of graphics (literary analysis, thesis sentences 
and supporting topic sentences, topic and/or sentence outline, author research, literary

RationalTool1

These 1020 students utilize graphic organizers to complete the following literary writing objectives: a. to analyze a poem, story, or play in order to examine the 
workâ€™s meaning and purpose. b.to analyze a poem, story, or play in order to create a thesi

ImproveTool1

1. Require all students to use the Writing Lab and its peer tutoring services. Essay 1 will be graded and subsequent essays will be extra credit as the students learn 
the lab's excellent and available services. 2. Critique and correct these teacher-made g

DescriptionTool2

Given: My students, second semester students, are a majority of active, sensing, visual, and sequential learners. 1. Examples of essays from the courseâ€™s 
textbooks: Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing and The Little, Brown Handbook. . 2.-

RationalTool2

Accordingly, a majority of my students are second semester, and they are active, sensing, visual, and sequential learners. That means they work well with others 
including teacher and peer group explanations. They need visual examples and must receive step

ImproveTool2

1. To continue to present examples of the process of composing a literary essay. 2. To revise an example essay entitled:â€œFire and Iceâ€�: The End of the World. 
This paper will be written together as a class. Students will complete the following steps: A
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

We read "Midsummer Night's Dream" in this class. I started off with a general discussion of Shakespeare. Then, as reading Shakespeare's plays can often be 
intimidating, I devoted a portion of the opening lecture to detailing all of the events that occurre

RationalTool1

This exercise emphasized how literature is not necessarily a static thing. This exercise, I believe, allowed for global learners to see thecharacters in the play as more 
"real" than they might (perhaps) otherwise.

ImproveTool1

I'll continue to do the same next time for all plays that we read -- either by Shakespeare or by others.

DescriptionTool2

It's been theorized that humans operate from one of four basic emotional states at any given time, often in combination: Anger, happiness, sadness, and fear. I 
introduced this concept to students in the context that literature is one person's interpretati

RationalTool2

This was, I beleive, an effective strategy not only for enhanced understanding and appreciation of the literature itself, but also a good strategy for 
ReflectiveLearners, becuase Refelective Learners prefer to think things through themselves.

ImproveTool2

Next time, I'll try this out with drama -- while poetry (often) lacks the same sort of "obvious plot" as short fiction, I believe that the activity can easily be adapted.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 2420

DescriptionTool1

I used the iPad to show items from T. S. Eliot The Waste Land interactive app.

RationalTool1

This app has famous actors reading selections from Eliot's poetry. The lines color as the person reads. It also had modern references to other famous persons 
influenced by Eliot like Bob Dylan. Images of Eliot's manuscript are also shown with editing by T

ImproveTool1

I will continue to use this app because seeing and hearing the poetry helped students to identify the Modernist elements much better than looking in their textbooks.

DescriptionTool2

Students shared "modern sightings" of authors or works found in books, movies, TV shows, games, pop culture. Over 25 different postings were shared in a 
discussion board. Students received a point for each sighting up to a certain number of points.

RationalTool2

This helps students see the relation of author and works to the world they live in. It also makes them more conscious of the works in their everyday lives.

ImproveTool2

I will continue to do this extra credit activity. It is engaging and competitive.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

For this Dual Enrollment Comp. 2 course, I borrowed an activity idea from one of my colleagues. She said that in the past she had placed students into groups and 
asked them to re-write dialogue from _A Midsummer Nightâ€™s Dream_ in the style of a particul

RationalTool1

I felt this was a great project, particularly for the active learners in the classroom. It is normal for some students to struggle with interpreting Shakespeareâ€™s texts, 
but this creative activity made the material more approachable for pupils.

ImproveTool1

This project was very successful. I was pleased that students successfully captured the gist of Shakespeareâ€™s work by putting his text into another style of English. 
The students seemed to have fun with the activity, too. The only aspect I would change 

DescriptionTool2

My second project was also an activity borrowed from an English colleague. She suggested that I use the Toontastic app during a class iPod project. She said she had 
asked groups of students to create a cartoon of a scene from _A Midsummer Nightâ€™s Dream_

RationalTool2

This was another project that worked well for the many active learners in class. This activity motivated students to interact with the texts, particularly encouraging 
them to analyze/capture the essential themes of their chosen work.

ImproveTool2

This project was successful, but I quickly discovered that two fifty-five minute class sessions really didnâ€™t offer enough time for the activity. By the time iPads 
were distributed and students had accessed the app, they had only a few minutes to work o
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410

DescriptionTool1

Students shared "modern sightings" of authors or works found in books, movies, TV shows, games, pop culture. Over 31 different postings were shared in a 
discussion board.

RationalTool1

This helps students see the relation of author and works to the world they live in. It also makes them more conscious of the works in their everyday lives.

ImproveTool1

I will continue to do this extra credit engagement activity.

DescriptionTool2

I created Camtasia videos for techncial aspects of MLA literary research paper. I made videos for how to do 2 different types of compare/contrast outlines, the 
works cited page, and basic MLA document setup.

RationalTool2

Online students do not have the advantage of reviewing textbook pages or samples in class on the document projector. Some have not had instruction in technical 
aspects of a documented research paper.

ImproveTool2

I will emphasize students may need to download a free player for the videos like FlashPlayer or QuickTime. A couple of students said they could not view the videos, 
but they did not call the HelpDesk.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

Students participated in small group analysis of characters. They signed up at beginning of class, found evidence in work for character's trait, and then shared 
findings with class.

RationalTool1

Working in small groups engages students. They take notes on each group's findings and use their notes to develop their own individual thesis and plan for their 
specific character analysis.

ImproveTool1

I will continue to use this system to help students work together and generate writing topic ideas.

DescriptionTool2

For a film character analysis, I give students a basic film term sheet. Then, we watch a clip of a popular movie and find the terms in the scene. They must choose 3 
terms to include in their film character analysis.

RationalTool2

This is an excellent activity for all learning styles since they see the scene, hear the music and dialogue, read the terms, and then apply the terms.

ImproveTool2

I will continue to use this activity. It is a great jump start into their own papers and teaches them to have an eye for detail and how camera angles are done for 
specific reasons.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

DescriptionTool1

Downloaded online games to help students study for Vocabulary tests

RationalTool1

Book work in vocabulary often does not address active learners

ImproveTool1

We are deleting vocabulary next semester, so I will develop another strategy.

DescriptionTool2

Played pictionary with vocabulary words

RationalTool2

Book work for vocabulary does not help visual learners.

ImproveTool2

We are deleting vocabulary next semester, so I will develop another strategy.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

I showed students 3-4 Super Bowl commercials to show them how to analyze a commercial for types of appeals and fallacies. We reviewed the terms in the 
handbook, watch the commercials, and then they took notes and shared what they viewed.

RationalTool1

I usually have students analyze an advertisement, but decided to go more visual/auditory with the commercials. They are current and the best in the advertising 
industry.

ImproveTool1

I will continue to use Super Bowl commercials for a writing topic. It also fits well with the handbook's section on logic fallacies.

DescriptionTool2

At the beginning of the class, students post an introduction about themselves which includes their interests and their "bucket list" of things they hope to do in their 
lifetime. Then, they reply to at least one other student.

RationalTool2

This engagement activity gives the class and professor a chance to learn more about each student and find connections with students who share similar interests.

ImproveTool2

I will continue to do this in each class. Studies show if a student can connect with at least one other individual, he or she is more likely to remain in the class.
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

DescriptionTool1

After discussing supporting details, I used the overhead projector to display paragraphs. Students had to identify not only supporting details but also main ideas. 
Different colors were used. In addition, supporting details were taken out of the paragraph

RationalTool1

The majority of the class were visual learners and using the different colors helped them have a better understanding.

ImproveTool1

I don't think this needs any improvent.

DescriptionTool2

Students divided themselves into groups and using handouts had to answer questions about inferences.

RationalTool2

The majority of the class were active learners and because the class is in a computer lab students do not get to move around alot. Group work allows them to move 
and socialize with each other. It also helps develop listening skills

ImproveTool2

I don't think this needs improvement
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Division

Humanities

CourseNumber

ENGL 2120, ENGL 2510

DescriptionTool1

Students watched a YouTube video for the Blue Oyster Cult's song "Don't Fear the Reaper." We compared the lyrics and theme of this song to Edwin Arlington 
Robinson's poem "Luke Havergal."

RationalTool1

My American Literature class consisted of heavy visual and sensory learners.

ImproveTool1

Students were unaware that they knew this song--until they recognized it from Guitar Hero. Next year, I'll mention this up front to avoid dating my taste in music.

DescriptionTool2

Students visited the Museum of Appalachia to be exposed to the material folklore of the southeast. Customary folklore was also included through watching a sheep 
shearing event and witnessing a live bluegrass jam.

RationalTool2

My folklore class consisted of heavy visual and sensory learners.

ImproveTool2

I had two students who missed the fieldtrip. Next year, I will shoot for 100% participation.
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DescriptionTool1

Acting out a poem. I break the students into groups and have them act at a poem we are studying. I give them ten minutes to create a skit that shows whatever 
action is in the poem.

RationalTool1

This allows students to 'see' the poem as it happens. Often, the students understand better when they see the action taking place.

ImproveTool1

I think next time I will rotate poems, and give each group the chance to act out more than one poem.

DescriptionTool2

Loud and Quiet Peer Review. I have the students break into one on one groups for peer review, a normal exercise; however, in order to break up peer review a little, 
I make them peer review in silence for 10 minutes, and then they each get five minutes of 

RationalTool2

I want the kids to think about what they say before they say it.

ImproveTool2

I think it might work better if think ahead about partners before I pair them up. I did it randomly this time, and I noticed some areas of conflict, yet I am not sure this 
was a bad thing. The conflict resulted in changed perception that helped--a good th
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