
Is SPAN 2010 the best course for your student? 
 

A Spanish faculty can help your student answer this question. Contact us: 
Michelle Mitrik:  HUM 148D in Morristown, 423.585.6930 
Erika Stevens:  ACAD 124 in Sevierville, 865.774.5830 

 
We have had a block on registering for an intermediate foreign language until a student speaks with 
a foreign language faculty member. Although the catalog states that the prerequisite to enter into 
SPAN 2010 is 2 years of high school Spanish, experience has shown that students aren´t always 
prepared to be successful in the course. This is our method of divining best placement: 

 
1. Did the student pass two years of HS Spanish? 

no  If they have never had Spanish, start them in 1010. 
If they already speak Spanish but have never had a class, send them to a Spanish faculty 
to consult. The CLEP test is a possibility for earning credit. 

yes They can register for SPAN 2010. BUT, to ensure success, we dig a little deeper with 
these follow up questions. Oftentimes, students prefer a review before advancing to the 
intermediate level of foreign language. 

 
2. How long has it been since their last Spanish course? 

a really long time  we’ll do an informal language assessment to determine placement 

not too long  go to question #3 
 

3. Was the course rigorous, did they do well and have they retained a lot of knowledge? 
(usually here students self-declare their proficiency and we have a good starting point for an 
informal language assessment which is the next step) 

 
4. Go through an informal language assessment based on course outcomes of the 1010 class. If 
proficient, advance to 1020 content. Recommend placement. Course descriptions are listed on the 
reverse. 

 
USING THE RESULTS: 
Our informal assessment recommends in which course the average student will be most successful 
but the student makes the final decision.  If they have 2 years of HS Spanish, they can attempt the 2010 
class even though they might be better served by enrolling in SPAN 1010 or SPAN 1020 before 
attempting SPAN 2010. We also give a first day placement exam in SPAN 2010 as one last reminder 
of the upcoming challenge. 

 
TIMING: 
2010 is only offered on ground in the fall, and 2020 only on ground in the spring.  If your student 
needs the intermediate sequence for their major, encourage an early advising appointment with a 
foreign language professor. This is especially important if they find they need a refresher 1020 class 
or two refresher classes (1010 and 1020). 

 
Su I Su II Fall Spring 

1010 video stream 1020 video stream 1010, 1020, 2010 on ground 1010, 1020, 2020 on ground 
10 wk TN eCAMPUS 1010, 1020, 2010, 2020 TN eCAMPUS 1010, 1020, 2010, 2020 TN eCAMPUS 1010, 1020, 2010, 2020 

 

SPAN 1010 – Elementary Spanish 
 

An elementary course in the essentials of Spanish, focusing on the fundamental four skills: listening 
comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Cultural awareness is promoted. Conjugation of 
regular verbs, stem-changing verbs and common irregular verbs are emphasized. Vocabulary sets 



include introductions, the classroom, states of being, family, past times, time and travel. The course 
is designed as an introduction to Spanish and may be used to fulfill high school deficiencies in the 
language. No prerequisites. F, Su 

 
SPAN 1020 – Elementary Spanish II 

 
This elementary course builds on the content of SPAN 1010. It emphasizes the four fundamental 
skills of Spanish: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Cultural awareness is 
promoted. Grammar focuses on adjectives, differentiating the uses of ser and estar, comparatives 
and superlatives and direct and indirect objects. Conjugations introduced include informal command 
forms, additional irregular and stem-changing present tense verbs, present progressive, reflexives, 
verbs like gustar, introduction to the preterite. Vocabulary sets include the home, family life, 
personal descriptions, food, shopping, nutrition, student life, schedules, and weather. The course is 
designed as an introduction to Spanish and may be used to fulfill high school deficiencies in the 
language. (Prerequisite: SPAN 1010) S, Su 

 
SPAN 2010 – Intermediate Spanish 

 
Placement exams are administered during the first week of class to ensure student success in this 
course. Includes a brief review of first year content. Grammar study emphasizes the conjugation of 
the preterite, the imperfect and differentiating between the two, passive and impersonal se, the 
future, por and para, double object pronouns, the conditional and formal commands. Vocabulary sets 
include vacation, errands, instructions, body, illnesses, weather, seasons, invitations, shopping, 
bargaining, product types and colors. Cultural awareness is promoted. (Prerequisite: SPAN 1020 or 
two years of high school Spanish) F 

 

 
 

SPAN 2020 – Intermediate Spanish II 
 
This intermediate course builds on the content of SPAN 2010. It emphasizes the four fundamental 
skills of Spanish: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. This course continually 
incorporates content of the three previous courses. Grammar study introduces the uses of the 
subjunctive mood, the present perfect and time expressions with hace. Work-related vocabulary and 
day-to-day life events are the theme focii. Cultural awareness is promoted. (Prerequisite: SPAN 

1020 or two years of high school Spanish) S 


