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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

The students had to locate a magazine advertisement and analyze the appeals used to manipulate the audience.

RationalTool1

This activity engaged the visual learners.

ImproveTool1

This activity worked well. To improve, I might change the assignment so that students have to find an online ad so that the class can see and discuss.

DescriptionTool2

The students were asked to create a causal chain for their third essay. They had to place their topic or "event" in the center and then write in the things that caused 
the event and what happened as a result of the event.

RationalTool2

This activity helps both sequential and visual learners.

ImproveTool2

Next time, I will have the students post their chains on the discussion board. Students will benefit from the various examples.
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Division

Health Programs

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

Nursing 2600

DescriptionTool1

Ipad

RationalTool1

Increased use of mobilization technology to enhance student engagement

ImproveTool1

Will use additional apps. Students were extremely receptive to the use of the ipad.

DescriptionTool2

Games

RationalTool2

Utilized games to increase student engagement

ImproveTool2

Will introduce utilization of games earlier in the semester.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

SPEECH 1010

DescriptionTool1

involvement with group work

RationalTool1

students seemed to respond whenever listening and discussing lessons with their fellows

ImproveTool1

more specifics will be employed for each group of students

DescriptionTool2

use of visual materials with the lecture

RationalTool2

to have pupils "see" concepts lectured on in class

ImproveTool2

in having fuller discussions students will study particular ideas seen in the visuals
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

English 1010

DescriptionTool1

Inclass writing of sentence models from given topics

RationalTool1

Teaches improved sentence structure and accompanying punctuation.

ImproveTool1

Expand use to writing model paragraphs as well.

DescriptionTool2

Used inclass teams to identify issues that support given propositions according to rhetorical topics.

RationalTool2

Teaches use of topics in forming propositions and issues.

ImproveTool2

Expand use to include figures of style to support topics.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

ENG 1010

DescriptionTool1

I used the classroom set of i-pads to teach the concept of media bias. The students were put into groups and assigned one news app. The group answered a serious 
of questions that forced them to engaged with the material and the app itself. Then, the group

RationalTool1

I felt the use of new technologoy would engage both the visual learners and the intuitive learners. The verbal and active learners benefitted from the presentations.

ImproveTool1

I will provide more time for the activity because I felt the students found it beneficial, and it was worth an additional discussion.

DescriptionTool2

I assigned a "Plan of Attack" for the fourth essay. The students brought a potential topic to class, and they were asked to answer seven questions about their topic to 
develop their ideas. Next, we had a class discussion about the ideas and possible stumb

RationalTool2

I wanted to involve both the reflective and active learners in the same activity. I felt that asking them to think through their ideas and then present them to the class 
would accomplish this. Also, global learners could benefit from responding to others.

ImproveTool2

This worked well. I think I will start to employ it for more than one essay (most likely essay three and four)next time. The process generated strong discussion and 
was helpful to the writers.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010 and ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

For ENGL 1010: Beach Ball Stereotypes...beach ball tossed from student to student. Student to express how he or she has been stereotyped in the past and why it 
was a wrong assumption.

RationalTool1

Visual and active consideration of how people are stereotyped, rather than just saying it is wrong.

ImproveTool1

Make it clear that all students should participate, and the ball has to travel to everyone in the room.

DescriptionTool2

For ENGL 1020: DIY Citation. Rather than show students in Little, Brown Handbook where and how to cite poetry, make a a worksheet that students MUST fill in 
themselves practicing the process of citing poetry.

RationalTool2

Students do NOT understand citing poetry just by seeing how. They have to DO it.

ImproveTool2

This worked so well that I will do this for ALL literary citations (plays and short stories, too). It saves SO much in Theme Corrections later.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

1020

DescriptionTool1

The class was asked to select quotes from the stories we read that would work to support their possible thesis statement. Then, they had to identify and discuss 
both the literal and figurative meanings of the quotes.

RationalTool1

This exercise really reaches the intuitive and reflective learners because they must draw conclusions from the reading and relate those ideas to their own.

ImproveTool1

Next time, I think I will have the students post their exercises on the discussion board to benefit anyone who might have struggled with the exercise.

DescriptionTool2

The students were asked to listen to clips of veterans from WWI discussing mustard gas attacks. This was in conjunction with reading Wilfred Owen's poems about 
the subject.

RationalTool2

I felt this would benefit the auditory learners, and I also felt that it would provide context for the sensing learners.

ImproveTool2

I feel that I will continue to seek out more audio clips to integrate into my online 1020 class. They make the class more interesting to the students.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

2420

DescriptionTool1

The students were asked to present their ideas about the literature in the class through discussion board postings. This was a continual process that also required 
them to respond to a minimum number of others throughout the discussions.

RationalTool1

I felt this was a way to address the active learners. By presenting their ideas to the class, they could better understand the material.

ImproveTool1

Discussion is a common tool for an online class. I feel that I should add more inactive subject material into the discussion prompts themselves, just to make the 
material more engaging.

DescriptionTool2

The students were asked to submit a detailed plan for their essay. This plan included elements of their outline and a discussion of the argument they wanted to 
make.

RationalTool2

I felt this would help the reflective learners to process their ideas.

ImproveTool2

I will develop this assignment by adding more questions and having them post this on the discussion board for feedback.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

Students use the highlighting tool in MSWord to distinguish between argument and fact in their own essays. We highlight opinion in yellow and leave the rest white. 
I ask students to see how much yellow they have and where it is. They should have a lot in 

RationalTool1

Students can identify argument within each paragraph if they can see it in a bright color. They must determine whether something is a fact, or if they are simply 
stating an opinion. May times students cannot see their own ideas clearly. Using color helps 

ImproveTool1

Iâ€™d like to create a sample essay that is highlighted that the students can use as a visual aid.

DescriptionTool2

Town Hall Meeting exercise is based on an article in The Onion. The meeting described has a lot of people from the town making many faulty arguments. The writer 
of the article also demonstrates some fallacies of argument. Students must point out which typ

RationalTool2

If students can see the mistakes, it is easier to avoid them. The article is quite funny, and they are usually laughing before theyâ€™ve even finished reading it. Plus, 
we get a reference for their own essays. I can say, â€œMaybe this is like that grass t

ImproveTool2

Group work is very important here. Students should also read this article out loud to each other. They need to hear the arguments as well as read them.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

DSPW 0800

DescriptionTool1

Students look through magazine to find pictures of Peanut Butter & Jelly sandwiches (our common outline and thesis statement). Then they expand their search to 
find anything to do with the subject of PB&J sandwiches.

RationalTool1

Students learn to expand beyond the obvious, thus providing support for their arguments. For example, a picture of knives might help them to think about how a 
knife plays a role in making a good sandwich, or a picture of a happy child might provide suppor

ImproveTool1

Get more magazines!

DescriptionTool2

Students write their own Tall Tale.

RationalTool2

We talk about such writing tools as alliteration, rhyming schemes, and metaphors. The students try to write their fantastic tale using one of these or another idea if 
they can find one. These turn out to be great fun, as the students repeatedly ask, â€œha

ImproveTool2

Iâ€™d love to put these on a discussion board so students can read all of these wonderful tales.

Thursday, January 05, 2012 Page 11 of 40



Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

At the start of the semester, the class discusses "how to win an argument" with a friend, parent, or significant other.

RationalTool1

Most suggestions students make about how to win an argument correspond to an aspect of writing a paper. This gets active learners engaged in thinking about how 
to make their points, and it also introduces many of the main concepts for the semester.

ImproveTool1

I'd like to use this discussion as a touchstone throughout the semester--to return to it more directly as the material arises throughout the semester, so students can 
clearly connect the sometimes foreign aspects of writing papers to the more familiar asp

DescriptionTool2

To learn the difference between main and subordinate clauses (on our way to learning how to use commas), students wrote main clauses, then added a 
subordinating word to make the clause subordinate, then attached that clause to a new main clause to create 

RationalTool2

This exercise engages active learners by allowing students to write whatever they please, and the order of the exercise helps sequential learners clearly see the way 
clauses change and fit together.

ImproveTool2

I might make students actually turn each other's main clauses into subordinate clauses, and then someone else's subordinate clause into a full sentence. I think that 
would engage them even more and force them to stretch their thinking a bit, since they'd 
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

DSPW 0700 and DSPW 0800

DescriptionTool1

The three major outcomes for Developmental Writing 0700 deal with finding and correcting comma splices, fused sentences, and fragments. Students can 
comprehend the definition of these terms and even fix these problems when given worksheets. They cannot, h

RationalTool1

Fourteen out of sixteen students in this class lean toward visual learning, and what could be more visual than watching videos? In order to find comma splices, fused 
sentences, and fragments in their own writing, they need to proofread, yet many of them d

ImproveTool1

I put the videos in eLearn and told the students where they were located. Not as many students as I would have liked used this resource. Next semester, I plan on 
using class time to show these videos and requiring students to watch them.

DescriptionTool2

*Two outcomes in Developmental Writing 0800 deal with revising and editing. Part of revising an essay deals with unity (often signified with key words) and 
coherence (often signified with transitions). Since the students are visual, I have them choose thr

RationalTool2

Nineteen out of twenty-one students lean toward visual learning, and all of them need assistance in knowing what to look for when revising and editing. Most 
students seem to believe that revising and editing mean just reading the essay over one last time.

ImproveTool2

The editing tables need better directions. Some students were unable to follow the steps set forth at the editing table. Also, I only provided time for the students to 
visit one editing table. Students wanted to visit more than one table.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

Human Adv II 2110 and English 1010

DescriptionTool1

I am continuing the project created last year whereby students supply current event/pop cultural images to be compiled in a powerpoint presentation. After reading 
the final chapter in the textbook, the students discuss the significance of the image and to

RationalTool1

The students are creating a time capsule of a sort to share with future students that take the course. This assignment allows the students to analyze the significance 
of the events taking place in the world. This is a very good activity for the visual and

ImproveTool1

I plan to continue this project with each Human Adv II class as their final class project. The students enjoy the assignment and look forward to seeing what others 
students have chosen to talk about. This has been a very successful project.

DescriptionTool2

Last semester I experiment with color coding my comment to the students on their Composition I and II papers. I have expanded this tool to include the students 
color coding their rough drafts. They are asked to mark their thesis statments and parts of the

RationalTool2

This assignment works well with the visual learner. The students are able to identify the organization and development problems in their papers using this method.

ImproveTool2

I believe students benefit from using this tool, and I plan to continue using it.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

1020

DescriptionTool1

Electronic grading

RationalTool1

To reinforce student learning with visual markings: red comments and highlighted sections of essays to be considered for praise or correction. Most of my students 
are visual learners, and color coding the strengths and weaknesses in their essays may help 

ImproveTool1

To return more comments on the students' rough drafts to improve the final drafts. I am using different colors of highlightings to indicate whether the problem 
concerns grammar, formatting, or content.

DescriptionTool2

CD and DVD

RationalTool2

To teach students via aural and visual technology. Second to visual learning, my students learn aurally.

ImproveTool2

To employ more short stories, poems, or plays on CDs or DVDs. The students heard Faulkner's Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech and his short story "A Rose for Emily" 
on CD, and they viewed Poe's biography and Williams's The Glass Menagerie on DVD. They retaine
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Division

Health Programs

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

2611 Nursing

DescriptionTool1

Case studies from the Winningham and Preusser textbook to be done each week in preparation for the 2611 clinical experience

RationalTool1

I am not always able to identify patients to be cared for by students whose problems reflect those presently being taught in the didactic course. The case studies 
allow the student to do in-depth analysis of problems associated with the topics under discu

ImproveTool1

I will continue to have students complete the case studies each week prior to clinical. What I will change is the way the case studies are reviewed: break the students 
into teams/groups to discuss the case studies prior to reviewing that case study in the

DescriptionTool2

Medication dosage administration problems done weekly from an on-line site and reviewed in the post-clinical conference

RationalTool2

Students continue to have difficulty performing dosage calculations

ImproveTool2

Instead of two problems, I will assign students three problems per week; and, I will be more specific in my instruction on what types of problems to choose.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

Each day, I divided my class time in two or three parts, with each part planned for a group of learning styles. Typically, the first part included a lecture with notes on 
the board. I planned my notes to include diagrams whenever possible, including "illu

RationalTool1

Many of my students are intimidated by the writing process, so I drew pictures and diagrams to show how the elements of an essay relate to each other and to help 
the students see these concepts in concrete, familiar ways.

ImproveTool1

I will continue to search textbooks and online sources for additional ideas. My students seem to respond favorably.

DescriptionTool2

The second part of my class time was typically planned around active learners, since I have so many of them. We divided into groups and worked with specific 
aspects of arguments. I supplied the appropriate topics and questions, and then each group present

RationalTool2

After a certain amount of lecturing, some learners need a break from words, even with diagrams and outlines written on the board (outlines for sequential learners). 
The topics I chose specifically targeted different learning styles, too.

ImproveTool2

I will continue to look for activities that relate well to argument and engage these students. I particularly need to find activities for the younger students in class.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

800

DescriptionTool1

I use a great deal of individualized instruction and tutoring.

RationalTool1

Working with students individually is a challenge, but they master the concepts of grammar and writing much better when I can instruct them in an individualized 
setting.

ImproveTool1

I will encourage students to take greater advantage of my offer to work with them individually; some students don't want to ask for help.

DescriptionTool2

Students in my writing classes peer edit.

RationalTool2

Another pair of eyes can sometimes spot errors.

ImproveTool2

I will group students based on their learning styles; grouping struggling students with those who have a greater mastery of grammar and writing.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700/0800

DescriptionTool1

Since I have a combination of 0700/0800 students in the classroom who have different textbooks, lecture is challenging. I introduce the concepts through 
lecture,then work with students individually to help them master the concepts and complete assingments

RationalTool1

The diversity of learning styles in this course motivates me to work individuallly with students as needed.

ImproveTool1

I will work out a better system to provide greater utilization of class time and length of homework assignments.

DescriptionTool2

I feel it works well for my reading students to be grouped. I use this strategy often as they can motivate each other and those with specific strengths can assist those 
students who struggle with certain concepts.

RationalTool2

This improves self esteem of students, and meets the needs of those who struggle.

ImproveTool2

I want to group students together who don't necessarily know each other so they can develop new friendships.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

PHIL 1030

DescriptionTool1

Mobilization: Students are asked to participate more in class and given the opportunity to use their mobile devices to do so (optional). Using an iPad, the teacher has 
installed TextNow App which allows the receiving and sending of free text messaging. St

RationalTool1

Somes students are reticent and do not speak up in class. This tool enables students to participate who otherwise would remain silent.

ImproveTool1

the TextNow app has a number of kinks in it. The new iMessage in the 5.0 operating system looks better. I will try this out next semester instead of TextNow.

DescriptionTool2

Movie Analysis: Instead of a final exam, I decided to ask students to choose a movie from a pre-approved list and analyze the movie for its philosophical content.

RationalTool2

Students view such an activity as fun and it requires students to do more than just recall textbook material. To complete the task, students must first know the 
material, but also they must apply the material to the film, looking for ways in which philoso

ImproveTool2

I give them a lot of advice and practice in film analysis, but I could probably do more in the classroom to help them do this effectively. One thing I might do is 
purchase a number of philosophy and pop culture books for the library. These are books in wh

Thursday, January 05, 2012 Page 20 of 40



Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

span 2010

DescriptionTool1

Transferred the students' children's stories to ipads for them to read aloud to Spanish-speaking children.

RationalTool1

TBR ipad pilot and real-world connection to the content.

ImproveTool1

none

DescriptionTool2

Clothes vocabulary was practiced in groups with an ipad fashion app.

RationalTool2

TBR ipad pilot and dynamic, and less bulky, visual link to the content.

ImproveTool2

It worked better than I thought it would. No improvements
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

span 1000

DescriptionTool1

Designed surveys in Spanish, loaded them on Google forms and surveyed people in the community on the ipads.

RationalTool1

TBR ipad pilot and real-world connection to the content.

ImproveTool1

The process was excellent. For this class, I'll write the survey questions myself and save survey design for more advanced students.

DescriptionTool2

Had students write a story down that we had learned in class.

RationalTool2

Help them review class content and both active and reflective learners can feel successful with it.

ImproveTool2

Maybe I'll have them start the writing in class. Since it was a night class, many waited too long before trying to recall the oral content.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

Remedial/developmental Reading 0700/0800

DescriptionTool1

group activity. Doing review test in book as a group. This allows student strong in visual, auditory, and kinestic to participate and receive peer tutoring without really 
being aware learning is happening in many different styles.

RationalTool1

This allows for all students to use their strengths, and it allows for peering tutoring which is very affective.

ImproveTool1

I will use it more.

DescriptionTool2

I always require a novel to be read. I use current books. They use a simple critique to show they have read the book, and they get to do an oral presentation which 
helps them to open up.

RationalTool2

Fosters the love of reading, and it helps students see reading can be fun. It also allows them to practice getting up in class and presenting their critique and 
recommendation for or against the book

ImproveTool2

None. I just keep adding authors.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

Cooperative learning Strategy. Students draw a card with a number on it. This number represents the copperative learning group that the student will be working in 
for the duration of the assignment. Students are responsible for reading the chapter and cre

RationalTool1

Many of my students are kinetic learners. They are high school seniors, and they are high energy. They must be actively involved in the learning process at all times. 
By working cooperatively to learn and teach a chapter, they are able to stay actively in

ImproveTool1

Type up a formal descritpion of expectations and requirements. The students need something that they can refer back to, and this will also be useful as a scoring 
rubric for my evaluation of the lesson.

DescriptionTool2

One question is posted at the beginning of each class period on the promethean board. These questions are geared toward those that will be on the final MSV. I 
leave the question posted for three minutes and then delete it.

RationalTool2

The assignment encourages promptness. Students will work to get to class on time in order to copy the question for review.This also gets students ready to think!

ImproveTool2

Some students are still tardy and get the question from a classmate. Next semester I may allow only 1 minute. this will force students to read the question and 
answer it without copying it down. It will still serve as review but may help eliminate student
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

span 1010

DescriptionTool1

Created a QR Code scavenger hunt in Spanish incorporating Module 3 vocabulary of location names and prepositions.

RationalTool1

TBR ipad pilot and hoped to give students a task in Spanish with real consequences for any errors.

ImproveTool1

Worked great! I will add more routes. This was super for tactile and sensing learners.

DescriptionTool2

Used ipads with translator apps to translate text to Spanish.

RationalTool2

TBR ipad pilot and to familiarize students with pros and cons of available technologies. Especially targeted sequential learners who might get frustrated with the 
seemingly unsurmountable task of writing in Spanish and seek other methods of acheiving the 

ImproveTool2

Will find more translator apps and compare their success rates with similar phrases.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

I use the analogy that the database feature that automatically creates a Works Cited entry is a tool, and I remind students that a tool doesn't do the job for you, but 
that it allows you to do the job. So, when confronted with what appears to be a complet

RationalTool1

Students often are confused by what appears to be a "done-in-one" solution ("tool") for creating Works Cited entries for database articles.

ImproveTool1

I will continue to use this strategy.

DescriptionTool2

For visual learners, I started using stick figures to illustrate the notion that art -- in this case, literature (a poem, short story, play) -- is one person's interpretation of 
the world around them and that they (as ENGL 1020 students) are (in turn) int

RationalTool2

It's for all students, but seems to work well with visual learners, especially.

ImproveTool2

I will continue to use this strategy, perhaps not only in ENGL 1020, but also in Literature classes.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

The first tool that I used for teaching in my classroom was a graphic organizer type of approach. This style of teaching was meant to show factors that supported an 
argument on one side of the board, and factors that did not support the argument on the ot

RationalTool1

This strategy was used because it was very important for students to view information that would help them understand more about how they felt, as to whether 
they agreed or disagreed with the argument that we were studying. It is also a very helpful strat

ImproveTool1

My improvement strategy for this style of learning is to add more important factors into it. It is very helpful for auditory learning and visual learning. However, it 
could be more helpful if the students had an even greater role. Some ways to improve mig

DescriptionTool2

In this learning strategy, I gave the students a question that was very important for the argumentative writing that we were studying and I had them analyze it. The 
first thing I did was write a good answer on the board after a few minutes and then I had 

RationalTool2

I chose this learning strategy because it was helpful to students in being able to understand argumentative writing more clearly as well as being able to discover 
reasons for how writers come to their conclusions in their arguments. This strategy was also

ImproveTool2

I will improve this strategy by trying to add more information into the question. Students can become even more involved with the lessons if they have plenty of 
options as far as what the focus is in the lesson. Therefore, this lesson could become more im
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

800

DescriptionTool1

In this learning strategy, I used a selection of key words and wrote them down on the board as I discussed them with my class. After discussing the words with my 
class, I began to discuss how to use these words to form a topic sentence. Then we began to l

RationalTool1

I chose this tool because it was helpful for students while studying topic sentences. The activity was meant to help students learn how to use topic sentences and 
provide the right details for the paragraph. This would include learning how to keep the pro

ImproveTool1

The next time that I use this strategy I will have the students create a list of key words for supporting a topic sentence as well as a list of transitions that could be 
used in the paragraph provided. We will then discuss the details and transitions toge

DescriptionTool2

In this learning strategy, I gave students a topic to focus on for an essay and had them create a list of things that were good about the topic and a list of things that 
were not good about the topic. We then began to have a class discussion about the two

RationalTool2

This tool was used because it was a good way to help students learn how to narrow their focus while writing an essay. These types of strategies help students to 
learn more about how to develop good paragraphs. In fact, with this form of prewriting that we

ImproveTool2

For improvement in this strategy, I will try to bring more things into it that students will find to be more interesting. I will try to develop an activity for this lesson 
that will make it more like a game. One approach that would be good for this learni
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700 and DSPR 0800

DescriptionTool1

Played Pictionary with vocabulary in order to get students who see in pictures to associate words with pictures

RationalTool1

Many students can memorize words but cannot put them into sentences.

ImproveTool1

We are reevaluating how we teach vocabulary skills.

DescriptionTool2

Used flash media from Reading lab to explain the reading skill- Finding the Main Idea.

RationalTool2

Students have a difficult time with this early module, so adding some visual may help.

ImproveTool2

This was a good strategy, and I am considering doing the same thing for all taught reading skills.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

Class activities in groups

RationalTool1

Reinforce course concepts

ImproveTool1

Choose more class activities requiring students to verbally participate instead of writing the assignment. Students who verbally articulate course concepts know the 
material better.

DescriptionTool2

PowerPoint slides for course concepts

RationalTool2

Provide a visual learning aid for students while listening to lecture

ImproveTool2

Encourage students to print slides before class to take notes so they can take better notes.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

English 1010 and 2110

DescriptionTool1

I put a twist on the old "fish bowl" strategy. With various readings in both Comp 1 and American Lit 1, I placed four to five fish/students in the small group at the 
front (or middle) of the class. They were in charge of discussion with no outside help fo

RationalTool1

I suspected that fear of being a fish would keep students up to date on their readings. Arranging the notes on the board after the bowl was intended to engage my 
heavy visual and sequential learners. These two learning styles represented 53% to 80% of the

ImproveTool1

As suspected, fear of being a fish kept students up to date on their readings. The exercise was quite successful at creating a sense of class ownership of the assigned 
readings and resulting discussions. Still, if I can come up with a sensory angle to thi

DescriptionTool2

I used YouTube clips to introduce new assignments/materials. In Comp 1, clips from the recent Republican Primary Debates were used in conjunction with a written 
comparison and contrast argument dealing with the security versus liberty debate. In American 

RationalTool2

I used these clips to engage the visual learners in each section. 2110-002 had 80% visual learners. 1010-008 had 77%. 1010-153 had 67%. Also, the "Ligeia" clip 
worked well last year.

ImproveTool2

I have no improvement strategy at this time, but will try to come up with a sensory angle to add to these exercises. The clips were successful at engaging the 
students from the very beginning of the new materials.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700

DescriptionTool1

Using the overhead projector in the computer lab, I showed paragraphs. The students had to identify the main idea and then the supporting details. I highlighted the 
main idea and major and minor details in different colors. In addition we took out the maj

RationalTool1

The majority of the class were visual learners and I thought using the different colors would be beneficial to the students.

ImproveTool1

This activity worked very well. The only improvement would be to add longer paragraphs.

DescriptionTool2

Students picked their own groups between 3 to 4 students and went over paragraphs to figure out what the implied main idea was.

RationalTool2

The majority of the students were active learners so group work helps them be active.

ImproveTool2

The only improvement I would make would be to assign the groups next time. This way I could make sure that students in Basic Reading were not all in one group.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700/0800

DescriptionTool1

Students picked their own groups between 3 to 4 students and went over paragraphs to figure out what the implied main idea was.

RationalTool1

The majority of the students were active learners so group work helps them be active.

ImproveTool1

The only improvement I would make would be to assign the groups next time. This way I could make sure that students in Basic Reading were not all in one group.

DescriptionTool2

Students had to come up with statements that were facts and opinions. We then discussed what the differences between them were.

RationalTool2

Many of the students were sensing learners who need to see connections to the real world. Coming up with their own facts and opinons and then having to explain 
the differences, I thought helped them make connections.

ImproveTool2

The next time I do this I would divide the students into groups, have them come up with their own facts and opinions, and write them down. Then have the other 
groups evaluate them.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

Group project to critique an essay from the anthology

RationalTool1

To promote cooperative learning and to encourage sharing of ideas and methods of critiquing

ImproveTool1

I will select the essay and ask specific questions rather than general ones and will ask for both written and oral responses.

DescriptionTool2

Numerous exercises to improve skills for citing sources (group and individual) and avoiding wordiness - extra credit

RationalTool2

To avoid plagarism and to learn to write clearly and concisely

ImproveTool2

These exercises will not be assigned for extra credit but will be a part of the syllabus. Students find citing sources (especially Internet sources) difficult, have 
problems with signals, and write sentences containing as many as 40 words.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

Group iPad Activity Students were placed in groups of 5 or 6. Each group was given an iPad. The students were instructed to use the iPads to research literary 
symbols. They then developed a written explanation about the literary symbols they discovered an

RationalTool1

Students were learning the importance of symbolism in literature. This activity helped them identify ways in which symbols can fit into different categories while 
using technology to research symbolism.

ImproveTool1

If available, I would use iPads for each student. Also, I would assign the students a specific symbol instead of allowing them to choose one from a list.

DescriptionTool2

Group literature reinterpretation activity The students were given the opportunity to reinterpret any of the works of literature from the course (poem, scene from a 
play, or short story) and present this interpretation in a 8 minute multimedia presentatio

RationalTool2

In order to reinforce my teachings that literature is open to interpretation, I like to give the students the opportunity to be creative and demonstrate a "new twist" 
on the works of literature. This allows me to determine if the students fully grasped th

ImproveTool2

I think this strategy works well, especially toward the end of the semester. It breaks up the monotony of essay writing.
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

Students analyzed an ad from a print magazine or from online for appeals and logic fallacies based on terms in the handbook. Students either uploaded or scanned 
their ads into an eLearn dropbox where we could pull up and discuss in the classroom.

RationalTool1

Students are mostly visual learners. This assignment is also a good critical thinking developer.

ImproveTool1

98% of students had electronic ads vs. 100% print ads from just a few years ago. Maybe consider trying an analysis of a major company's Super Bowl commercial 
and give them 5 choices. These are easily available online and could be shown in class and discus

DescriptionTool2

Edit checklist for each essay listing errors from class drafts.

RationalTool2

Instead of giving students both individual feedback and a list of class errors to edit with their drafts, I tried doing a more detailed edit checklist as part of the 
sequential process of writing.

ImproveTool2

Will continue to do a detailed class feedback edit checklist since over 1/2 students do not tend to check their individual feedback. Also started requiring the edit 
checklist be copied and pasted onto the final essay for accountability and reminder to mak
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410

DescriptionTool1

For this Western World Literature course, I created an in-class workshop in which I first placed students into pairs. I then asked them to choose any author from our 
reading list. I next requested that they write a reviewâ€”in the style of their chosen au

RationalTool1

I felt this was a great project particularly for the active learners in the classroom. Normally, pupils analyze the original text, which is most helpful. However, this 
activity encouraged students to gain a better understanding of the unique style and per

ImproveTool1

This activity was successful, but we were quite pressed for time by the end of the class. It would be a good idea next time to give students two class periods to 
complete the assignment.

DescriptionTool2

My second project was one I used several times throughout the semester. From time to time, I cover texts by presenting a list of discussion topics to students and 
then covering the topics via a Q&A session with the whole class. Several times this semester

RationalTool2

This was another project that worked well for the many active learners in class. This activity encouraged students to interact with the texts, while they also analyzed 
both the works and the various perspectives of each group member.

ImproveTool2

This activity was successful, but I discovered that many students picked the same group companions each time we completed this exercise. Next time I will 
encourage students to pick new partners when they repeat the activity, as this will enable pupils to 
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

Had students submit both a printed copy of their final papers and an electronic copy in dropbox

RationalTool1

For visual learners, the printed copy works well because they can highlight their quotes, and I can grade with a colored pen, use our new copy machine to scan and 
do a color PDF copy, and then upload this to the dropbox. I can interact with the paper more

ImproveTool1

I did both grading on electronic copy and on printed copy which I could scan and do a PDF copy to upload to the dropbox, and the print to PDF upload works best for 
both teacher and student. I have the original with me in the classroom in case the student 

DescriptionTool2

Since the dual enrollment students have little concept of life in the 70's, when we read stories written in this time period, I did an eLearn module with key people 
and events from this time period to help put the writer's story in context. I also played 

RationalTool2

For visual and auditory learners, this works well.

ImproveTool2

I will continue to do this "time setting" for students. The time gap between their understanding of the world and mine gets wider each year. This helps bring the time 
before they were born into reality with looking at hit songs, movies, books, political e
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410

DescriptionTool1

Students posted their "modern sightings" of ancient literature in the discussion board for 1 point extra credit for up to 5 postings.

RationalTool1

This appeals to visual learners and also helps students see ancient literature is really all around them from movies, books, TV shows, products, games, parodies, and 
more. They get very competitive since they must check to see if someone else has already 

ImproveTool1

This is the first time I have put this assignment in the discussion board. I had previously had students e-mail or share in class. Having it available 24 hours a day 
where anyone can see the posting has worked very well, and I will continue to do this for

DescriptionTool2

Applying modern music to ancient literature

RationalTool2

Students are visual learners and also need to see the ancient works are not dull but alive and have inspired many popular artists like Cold Play and U2.

ImproveTool2

I will continue to do this assignment and expand it where they can suggest modern songs which apply to themes in different time periods. For instance, in class, it 
dawned on me that Lady Gaga embodies many of the traits of the Renaissance, so we talked ab
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Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2011

CourseNumber

COMM 1010

DescriptionTool1

Using Skype to "Skype" into the classroom guest speakers/lecturers

RationalTool1

During my class this semester I wanted to have a guest journalism professional/teacher from ETSU come speak to my students and provide her experiences and 
knowledge to the students, but she could not physically attend. So I used Skype to overcome this bar

ImproveTool1

Use Skype to allow students to interact with guest speakers/lectures from other countries. This will not only allow them to gain information about Mass 
Communications but will also allow them to gain intercultural experience.

DescriptionTool2

Using the iPad 2 and the Netflix app with my personal account to stream and display, via the classroom projector, the documentary "The Transcendent Man." I 
showed this documentary to talk about convergence of technology with the students. The Netflix app 

RationalTool2

With Netflix and the iPad 2, showing films simply because you have to wait for the DVD or VHS is a thing of the past. As already stated, I showed the documentary 
for the purpose of teaching students about convergence of technology.The film was easily and 

ImproveTool2

Use Netflix and other video apps to teach other topics within the Mass Communication realm. This is because apps make teaching alot more easier and also more 
fun for the students.

Thursday, January 05, 2012 Page 40 of 40


