
Spring 2012 - BSS

Division CourseNumber DescriptionTool1 RationalTool1

Behavioral and Social Sciences ECED 2160 Individual cardstock strips with 
examples of activities an early 
childhood teacher might undertake. 
Students select six and posts them 
(they are magnetic) with the 
descriptor of the professional 
preparation standard they feel they 
are aligned to. Each stu

These students needed to be 
familiar with the standards as they 
began the class so that they can 
develop a teaching portfolio built 
around the standards. This was 
active (moving back and forth to 
the board) and reuired students to 
think critically about t

Behavioral and Social Sciences DSPS 0800 Oral Presentation Because of the technology push, 
students were asked to develop a 
power point presentation about 
their career choice. Specific criteria 
was given for each slide.

Behavioral and Social Sciences Soci 1010 Studying Social Life: Using 
Sociological Research Methods 
Analysis of big box department 
stores

Allows students to use in 
sociological research methods in 
the field. Allows them to write 
observations. They analyze the 
information to build theoretical 
propositions in sociology

Behavioral and Social Sciences HIST 1110, 1120, 2020 I spent less time showing my 
students images of historical figures 
than I did last semester.

I wanted to spend more time on 
content delivery.

Behavioral and Social Sciences EDUC 2300 Educreation The portfolio takes a lot of class 
time. I needed something that 
would allow the students to get the 
instructions without using valuable 
class time. I put all the portfolio 
assignments on educreations so the 
students could listen and do the 
assignment at 

Behavioral and Social Sciences educ 2010 Facetime I wanted/needed to bring the real 
school experience into the 
classroom of future teachers. The 
principal and assistant principal of 
Meadowview Middle School had a 
question/answer session with my 
students concerning students at risk.



RationalTool1 ImproveTool1 DescriptionTool2 RationalTool2

These students needed to be 
familiar with the standards as they 
began the class so that they can 
develop a teaching portfolio built 
around the standards. This was 
active (moving back and forth to 
the board) and reuired students to 
think critically about t

It might be interesting to repeat the 
activity at the end of the course to 
see if the students have a more 
confident attitude about what 
activities represent each standard.

Videos were made of each student 
reading to a small group of children. 
These were used in small groups to 
provide feedback to each other on 
the use of dialogic reading 
techniques.

This activity was developed to use 
both as a culminating assignment 
for dialogic reading study and also 
as an experience that supported 
student understanding of providing 
and receiving feedback from peers.

Because of the technology push, 
students were asked to develop a 
power point presentation about 
their career choice. Specific criteria 
was given for each slide.

I will continue to refine the 
assignment.

Jeopardy I have continued to use jeopardy 
before each test as a study guide. 
This is proving to be successful, so I 
will continue to use it.

Allows students to use in 
sociological research methods in 
the field. Allows them to write 
observations. They analyze the 
information to build theoretical 
propositions in sociology

Students will be asked to share their 
experiences in class. I think that 
reporting the data to their 
instructor (which is what they do 
now) is important;however sharing 
their results after analyzing their 
data will possibly raise more 
questions about why 

Analyzing Popular Culture: The 
immersion of people today in mass 
media and popular culture.

Allows students to understand how 
mass media affects us at a social 
and personal level.

I wanted to spend more time on 
content delivery.

I think I will go back to showing 
more visuals. Showing them images 
before I talk about the people 
seems to help some students 
remember the historical figures 
more readily.

This one will sound a little different, 
I think. It has always been 
important to me to be a 
conscientious educator. My goal is 
to do a great job in the classrom 
every day. But instead of just being 
conscientious, this semester I have 
tried to take some ti

Do I need a rationale to count my 
blessings?

The portfolio takes a lot of class 
time. I needed something that 
would allow the students to get the 
instructions without using valuable 
class time. I put all the portfolio 
assignments on educreations so the 
students could listen and do the 
assignment at 

I do not have any improvements at 
this time. This worked very well 
with my classes.

Oral Presentation Students were asked to 
find/develop/create an effective 
teaching tool that could be used in 
a real life classroom. They were to 
provide a handout, pattern, etc. for 
each student and give a rational on 
how and why it is effective.

I wanted/needed to bring the real 
school experience into the 
classroom of future teachers. The 
principal and assistant principal of 
Meadowview Middle School had a 
question/answer session with my 
students concerning students at risk.

Our connection was not the best, so 
I will try to find out if this is on our 
end or the eschool systems end.

Oral Presentations Students where provided a 
selection of books to read for the 
semester. The students were to pick 
one. They were placed in learning 
communities to prepare a lesson 
plan and a presentation to be given 
at the end of the semester 
concerning their book.

Page 1 of 2



RationalTool2 ImproveTool2

This activity was developed to use 
both as a culminating assignment 
for dialogic reading study and also 
as an experience that supported 
student understanding of providing 
and receiving feedback from peers.

Students enjoyed this (that 
surprised me). I think the main issue 
was time. I need to set aside a 
whole class period (3 hours) to 
complete this.

I have continued to use jeopardy 
before each test as a study guide. 
This is proving to be successful, so I 
will continue to use it.

No improvements

Allows students to understand how 
mass media affects us at a social 
and personal level.

Currently, students fill out a data 
collection form and turn it in. 
Students will be asked to give up 
mass media for 24 hours, instead to 
write a diary of what they did 
throughout the day. Ask students to 
report how they felt living in a 
world without a c

Do I need a rationale to count my 
blessings?

I think this mindset has caused me 
to go out of my way to "find the 
good and praise it," as I once heard 
a wise man say. I think it has 
prompted me to value my 
individual students more. Students 
who feel affirmed are more likely to 
care about what is goin

Students were asked to 
find/develop/create an effective 
teaching tool that could be used in 
a real life classroom. They were to 
provide a handout, pattern, etc. for 
each student and give a rational on 
how and why it is effective.

I do not have any improvements at 
this time. The activity worked very 
well.

Students where provided a 
selection of books to read for the 
semester. The students were to pick 
one. They were placed in learning 
communities to prepare a lesson 
plan and a presentation to be given 
at the end of the semester 
concerning their book.

I will make sure to set time limits 
for each presentation. The first 
couple of groups went over time 
which caused the others to have to 
rush.



Division CourseNumber DescriptionTool1 RationalTool1

Behavioral and Social Sciences History 2020; History 2010 History 2020: Taboo Review for 
Exam 2: Made game cards from the 
study guide and had the students 
divide in 2 to reivew by the 
traditional game Taboo

With an extra class this semester, I 
decided to schedule a review class 
for Exam 2 in the form of a game to 
get the students involved and 
hopefully get them to associate 
better with the terms and their 
meanings.

Behavioral and Social Sciences PSYC 1030 One Minute Papers At the end of 
several classes, I asked students to 
describe the thing that they were 
least clear about regarding our 
lecture.

With most of my students self-
reporting to be sequential learners 
(as opposed to holistic), the findings 
from the one minute papers allow 
me to better connect logical points 
of the lecture that support the 
course objectives.

Behavioral and Social Sciences PSYC 2130 One Minute Papers At the end of 
several classes, I asked students to 
describe the thing that they were 
least clear about regarding our 
lecture.

With most of my students self-
reporting to be sequential learners 
(as opposed to holistic), the findings 
from the one minute papers allow 
me to better connect logical points 
of the lecture that support the 
course objectives.

Behavioral and Social Sciences PSYC 2220 One Minute Papers At the end of 
several classes, I asked students to 
describe the thing that they were 
least clear about regarding our 
lecture.

With most of my students self-
reporting to be sequential learners 
(as opposed to holistic), the findings 
from the one minute papers allow 
me to better connect logical points 
of the lecture that support the 
course objectives.

Behavioral and Social Sciences History 2020 Group Review: Give the students 
questions with fill-in-blank or list to 
identify. In groups they find the 
answers, then share with the class.

Provides opportunity to review the 
materials, hear and discuss points 
of view of classmates, and use as a 
study guide.

Behavioral and Social Sciences DSPS 0800 Students divided themselves into 
groups and were given a situation 
where there are 24 people on a 
airplane that is getting ready to 
crash. They are Fate and have to 
decide which 7 live. Each person 
decides and then the group must 
decide. Students develop 

Majority of students are Active 
learners. It gives students an 
opportunity to discuss stereotypes 
based on education level, career 
choices, lifestyle choices, etc

12



RationalTool1 ImproveTool1 DescriptionTool2 RationalTool2

With an extra class this semester, I 
decided to schedule a review class 
for Exam 2 in the form of a game to 
get the students involved and 
hopefully get them to associate 
better with the terms and their 
meanings.

Emphasize that the students must 
review the guide before the class. I 
found a lot of students had not 
even looked at the study guide, 
which made the game a little more 
difficult. I would probably revise the 
cards a little to perhaps reverse the 
game, tell

History 2010: Constitutional Relay 
game, found on the web. I take 
students to the lab at the end of 
class and give them the link through 
e-Learn to the Constitutional Relay 
game, which gives them 30+ 
questions all related to the 
Constitution

I allow the students to use any 
source available to answer the 
questions, and the game has a 
timer. I found that many students 
were competitive and wanted a 
quick time. The link remained on e-
Learn, so this allowed students to 
go back any time and play th

With most of my students self-
reporting to be sequential learners 
(as opposed to holistic), the findings 
from the one minute papers allow 
me to better connect logical points 
of the lecture that support the 
course objectives.

I very much enjoyed the formative 
assessment provided by the one 
minute papers and I will use it again 
in the future.

Role-playing activities were 
developed to ask students to adopt 
alternative perspectives. Each role 
play emphasized the real world and 
required students to become 
deeply involved in a topic. Students 
articulated role play in discussion 
boards.

With most of my students self-
reporting to be reflective learners 
(as opposed to active), the role play 
promotes reflection by adopting a 
new perspective.

With most of my students self-
reporting to be sequential learners 
(as opposed to holistic), the findings 
from the one minute papers allow 
me to better connect logical points 
of the lecture that support the 
course objectives.

I very much enjoyed the formative 
assessment provided by the one 
minute papers and I will use it again 
in the future.

Role-playing activities were 
developed to ask students to adopt 
alternative perspectives. Each role 
play emphasized the real world and 
required students to become 
deeply involved in a topic. Students 
articulated role play in discussion 
boards.

With most of my students self-
reporting to be reflective learners 
(as opposed to active), the role play 
promotes reflection by adopting a 
new perspective.

With most of my students self-
reporting to be sequential learners 
(as opposed to holistic), the findings 
from the one minute papers allow 
me to better connect logical points 
of the lecture that support the 
course objectives.

I very much enjoyed the formative 
assessment provided by the one 
minute papers and I will use it again 
in the future.

Role-playing activities were 
developed to ask students to adopt 
alternative perspectives. Each role 
play emphasized the real world and 
required students to become 
deeply involved in a topic. Students 
articulated role play in discussion 
boards.

With most of my students self-
reporting to be reflective learners 
(as opposed to active), the role play 
promotes reflection by adopting a 
new perspective.

Provides opportunity to review the 
materials, hear and discuss points 
of view of classmates, and use as a 
study guide.

This worked very well, but I will not 
use the fill-in-the blank. The list of 
terms to identify was more 
effective.

Possible writing questions: Give the 
student ten questions. Each 
question was a possible writing 
question on the exam. The students 
had to answer each question.

I hoped it would improve the 
quality and content of the essay 
questions.

Majority of students are Active 
learners. It gives students an 
opportunity to discuss stereotypes 
based on education level, career 
choices, lifestyle choices, etc

I don't think this activity needs 
improvement.

Students divided themselves into 
groups. Each group is assigned a 
Supreme Court case dealing with 
discrimination. The groups read 
over information about their case 
and have to answer questions. Then 
someone in the group has to 
present the case to the clas

Most of the students were factual 
learners and this activity shows 
them how a topic in the class is 
relevant.
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I allow the students to use any 
source available to answer the 
questions, and the game has a 
timer. I found that many students 
were competitive and wanted a 
quick time. The link remained on e-
Learn, so this allowed students to 
go back any time and play th

May devide the class into teams to 
work together and make it more 
competitive. I find this is a very 
good review tool, even though 
some of the questions are not from 
the text or class.

With most of my students self-
reporting to be reflective learners 
(as opposed to active), the role play 
promotes reflection by adopting a 
new perspective.

The role playing technique proved 
to be beneficial in promoting 
reflection. Many students 
commented that "they had never 
thought of it that way before."

With most of my students self-
reporting to be reflective learners 
(as opposed to active), the role play 
promotes reflection by adopting a 
new perspective.

The role playing technique proved 
to be beneficial in promoting 
reflection. Many students 
commented that "they had never 
thought of it that way before."

With most of my students self-
reporting to be reflective learners 
(as opposed to active), the role play 
promotes reflection by adopting a 
new perspective.

The role playing technique proved 
to be beneficial in promoting 
reflection. Many students 
commented that "they had never 
thought of it that way before."

I hoped it would improve the 
quality and content of the essay 
questions.

I will do this more often since it 
forced them to study for all ten 
questions. The essay was better on 
the exam. Next time, I will take the 
assignment before the exam and 
give it back with suggestions for 
immprovement or how to increase 
the quality and co

Most of the students were factual 
learners and this activity shows 
them how a topic in the class is 
relevant.

I don't think this activity needs 
improvement.


